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Oj Iiujidred boiKaafl. sabscribsrs by
Jautisry 1st that U the "happy ew
Year svitib whicih Toe ThibuiO!: wants to
tifeher in 3S34, And if every reader of
!he Tktsukz would send us one new sub
scriber, it would hare many more than one
londred thousand by that time. Ehegoal
isat hand, comrades, vrho "tvill send us ih&

e Bcndred thousandth?

OCE readers dll note with pleasure that
ihe prdiminary stops have been taken for
ile ttnion of the rival orders of the Sons of
Yetcraus. The conference between the heads
of ihe orders at Boston, last week, resulted
in an agreement looking to an early consoli-fiatio-a

which cannot but result in greatly
increasing the interest which is felt in this
patriotic junior order and immensely stimu-
lating its growth.

Uead the interesting letter from Com-jnaad- cr

Douglas, printed in our Grand
Army columns, this week, in regard to the
growth of the Department of Utah, and ihe
6ilScn3ties, arising from the hostility of the
Mormons to everything which tends to in-

culcate devotion and loyalty to the flag,
Tsith which the comrades there are forced
to contend. It is becoming more and more
evidest that upon the Grand Army will fall
the duty of ridding the Eepublic of the
Kormon monster.

ELSirikVHESE in our columns, this week,
will Te found au inteneeting review of the
charges in the case of Judge-ele- ct Blandin, 1

f Cleveland, Ohio, who is accused of being
. deserter from the Tjjiion army and, having

Ifikereby forfeited the right of citizenship,
Jc claimed to be ineligible to ofiice. As

"tiwt case is about to come before the
eoarts on & writ of quo warranto to
test Mr. Ulandin's eligibility, we shall
not now discuss Hie legal points involved,
fentit will oeccx, we think, to every soldier J

ww reads lijs defense that had he been
maW anxious lo 8erve liis country, lie could,

Mwrz did Rfrer deserting, .nave enlisted
fto another xeiment. That would have
pod k yszj dilfeieat ivui on the matter.
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The Voice of Our Ex-Soldie- rs.

Has or has not Comrade Gresham, at pres-

ent Postmaster-Genera- l, publicly assailel
the character of Comrade Paul Van Dervoort
and refused to retract his charges after their
falsity has been shown by credible witnesses
and ihe records of his own Department?
That is the issue before the Grand Army
to-da- y, and in regard to which it is incum-

bent upon it to take ofiicial action, for, if
Postmaster-Gener- al Gresham has so slan-

dered Comrade Yan Dervoort, he has vio-

lated his oath, and is no longer worthy of
membership in the Order, and if Mr. Yan
Dervoort has been guilty of perjury (all his
statements, be it remembered, were made
under oath) in his testimony refuting Com-

rade Gresham's charges, he, on the other
hand, is a fit subject for discipline.

There is the issue clear, sharply-define- d

and unmistakeable. It will not down !

And what do our ex-soldi- think about
it ? By way of answer, we print the follow-

ing letters, selected from among the im-

mense number that we have received from
our veterans since the first presentation of
the Yan Dervoort case in our columns:

The Adjutant of McOaslin Post, Paola,
Kan., writes as follows:

I have just read Paul Van Dervoort's card and
the oditorial regarding his removal from Jj is office
in Omaha. It is a lamentable and mortifyiu?
spectacle to see a man so completely dishonor him-
self and his exalted position as Postmaster-Gener- al

Gresham has done in this disgraceful affair. Com-

rade Van Dervoort will have the thanks and in-

dorsement of every honorable soldier and man in
this Nation for his manly refusal of every tiling hut
a vindication of himself in the matter, and eiery
one will insist that nothing short of this shall be
received at the hands of General Gresham. The
Tetbuse has the hearty support of the 250 mem-
bers of McCaslin Post for its able editorial in de-

fence of our late honored Commander-in-Chie- f.

Let him have justice, if the whole Post-OlG- cc De-

partment is raked from stem to gudgeon.

James G. Hamlin, formerly of company
C, Eleventh 2?ew York cavalry, one of our
subscribers at Blue Earth City, Minn.,
writes:

Deab Comeade: I have just finished reading
your calm, dignified article on Paul Yan Dervoort's
dismissal, and I earnestly congratulate you upon
your position not particularly as a member of the
G. A. 3L, but as a man whose loyalty to his com-

rades, like his loyalty to his country in the hour of
danger, stands the le&t of adversity and shines out
more brightly after the touch of the calumniater
has brushed aside the accumulating dusts and coh-we- bs

of twenty years of peace, only to show the
pure gold of which our noble army was composed.
Poor a3 I am, I would rather be a Paul Van Der-
voort with his record and his friends than General
Gresham with his Cabinet position and conscience.
He, in the race for popular favor and the applause
of the skim-mil- k reformers of the present, (who
imagined they saw timber in his anatomical con-

struction ofwhich ideal Presidents are made.) has
made a blunder which is becoming more and more
apparent every time he speaks, and I say now let
a petition be sent to every G. A.R. Post in our
land. Let the preamble set forth the facts, and the
resolutions etand by Paul Van Dervoort, "who
values his reputation above Gresham's " golden
promises," and let them condemn the Portmaster-Goncr- al

not as a Republican or Democrat, but as
a man who is too weak-knee- d to right a wrong
aftr he acknowledges that wrong lias been done.
I am as anxious and as willing as any man who
ever went to the front to see a comrade punished
whenever or wherever he deserves it, but I am
emphatically opposed to sitting idly by and seeing
an honored comrade publicly dishonored because,
forsooth, a jealous man who has power says he is
' too big a man for his place." I want the Grand

Army to notify General Gresham that Paul Van
Dervoort is "too big a man for him to crush."
Let's call the roll and see where we are I What do
you say?

Another subscriber Lafayette Soper, Co.

A, Eleventh Yermont volunteers, writes
from St Johnsbury, Yt. :

I personally thank you as an old soldier for what
you have and are doing for the old veterans. The
time, it seems to me, is not far di-jtan-t when the
old soldiers of both sections North and South
can and will tee the necessity of putting out of
power a lot of politicians who only care for the
loaves and fishes and soft placed under the Gov-

ernment, and I think ihe firtt man to step down
and out should bo Postmaster-Gener- al Gresham
a traitor io hisobliations. HeeondemucdourPast
Commander-in-Chi- ef Van Dervoort unheard, and
then, when all the charges were proved false,, still
refused to do aim. justice and reinstate hint. Send
him home, President Arthur !

And here is a copy of a letter addiessed
to Commander-in-Chi- ef Beath by Comrade
Albert S. Cole, of Nebraska City, Keb., than
whom no more gallant officer accompanied
Sherman on his March to the Sea: v

Nebuasta Crrv, Neb., Oct. 20. 1833.

Sie: Van Dervoort va. Gresnam who has
lied? Our organization will havo to stand cr
fall upon this issue, and the tooner the court-marti- al

hi ordered the better for our Order. All
personal feeling most give way to the cold, naked
inquiry: Who is telling. the trath of these two
comrades t We cannot dodge the issue if wc desire.
Every honorably discharged soldier in the country
is interested whethera member of our organization
omot. The soonerit is determined the better. The
quebtion it, whether or not the soldier can bo used
for buncombe bv designing politicians and then put
a&Ide when, by his dcmpiutration of his fitness for
preferment, he becomes dangerous to a class of men
who follow politics for a living, with no more
principle than ihoddy contractors had during the
war. Wc have claimed for our Order something
more than pure sentiment, and we will never have
a belter opportunity than now for demonstrating
it. I may bc mistaken, but I believe this matter
means more than a mere removal of Paul Van Der-
voort, it means a stab in the dark to our entire or-

ganization, and I believe that Grcslutm has been
led to do what he would never liavc done could he
have known what was intended io be accom-
plished. Call the court-umrti- al 1 Yours, &c.,

Axbeet S. Cole.
To General Eobeet B. Eeath, Coaunander-in-Chie- f,

G. A. R., Philadelphia, Pa.

Comrade 0. IL Barton, Topeka, Kan.,
writes:

I have just Tead with deep Interest the articles
published in The Tannin: of October 3S, fully ex-
plaining the outrageous treatment of our Past
National Commander, Comrade Paul Vnn Dervoort,
by that unworthy comrade of the Grand Army,
General Gresham. I hope his own Post No. 17,
of Indianapolis, Ind. will, for Its own bake, see
the noccs&ity of calling him to account as false to
his vows in having dont such high-haude- d injus-
tice to a fellow comrade; as fai--e to his obligations,
etc What possesses the man to act thus lowards
liis lalo subordinate in office, who is head and
shoulders above him iu ability and all true soldierly
qualities? "Out upon such trash I" saylandthou-saod- s

of others, as indicated by the not uncertain
voice of our KaiiEa3 boys. You know that we aro
with you In any honorable efforts to squelch the
viper who thinks more of office than of right and
justice.

And this is what the Steuben Republican,
a representative journal of Indiana Postmas-

ter-General Gresbanrs "own Stalerhas
to say of his conduct:

Postinasler-Goucr- al Gresham lias node a big
mistake in his treatment of Paul Van Dervoori's
case, and in refiiHiig to reinstate him in a position
from which he ias removed without causa.

Perhaps Mr. Gresham thinks Van Dervoort is an
nnlmprtaut personage, but he should remember
that but u few days pretious to his removal ho wa3
the Gouimander-in-Chle- f of an army of 250,006

veterans as grand a body of men as can be found
in tlicworld-t- o day the Grand Arms of the Re
public This powtion was a grander on c than Pest.
muhlcr-GcDcra- l, and when GreMiam sU.bs at tho
Commander or the weakest comrade of this organ-
ization, he labs at every member t'.ercof. Hy hita

acts he shows that he knows Paul Van Dervoort
to beinuooeut of every charge made against hiui

1 Ifbo doce not, what right laa ho to offer biai

other positions in the Government service? If he
is not wot thy to bo reinstated, is ho worthy to be
appointed to other responsible Government posi-
tions? The facts are, Mr. Grcsliam removed Van
Dervoort without adequnte cause; and upon a
clear showing of his innocence, has not had tho
manhood to own bis own wrong and reinstate tho
discharged official. Mr. Van Dervoort Is a poor
man, but he counts among his friends Senators,
Representatives and men high in official position
in the army and navy, men whose word is all po-

tent in tho two great parties, and still greater, the
silent influence of 250,000 comrades of the G. A. R.,
and these friends will not let nip until Van Der-
voort is vindicated and the false charge of neglect
of duty is removed from tho record of a bravo, true
soldier and n noble-hearte- d man. He is innocent
and should be reinstated. He never showed tho
white feather on the field of battle and would not
desert his post of duty now. Mr. Gresham cannot
dispone of his case by the assertion that he was
"too big for his place." Such explanations will
not go down with those who arc backing Van Der-
voort, and Mr. Gresham has stirred up a larger
hornet's nest than lie bargained for. Again wo
say Paul Van Dervoort ought to be reinstated and
vindicated. Let justice bo dono a brave soldier
and a great wrong be righted.

Comrade J. G. N. Xibban, Adjutant of
Osage Post, No. 156, McCune, Kan., writes :

Inclosed find P. O. O. for 56 for six new subscrib-
ers that I liavc picked up in my scouting around
among the old veterans. They are all well pleased
with your paper and the course you are 'taking in
regard to tho claims of the ''boys in blue," and
particularly so in regard to Comrade Van Dcrvoortf
and I hope every Post of tho G. A. R. will take the
matter up and compel President Arthur to put
some one in Gresham's place who will do justice to
the soldiers. The boys out here are going to spot
every man who doe3 not give us justice. Continue
to pour hot shot into the enemy's ranks, and Ave

will all stand by you to the cud.

Comrade Frank Evans, Adjutant of James
Shields Post, No. 57,TYellingtou, Kan.,writes
us as follows :

WEiJ.rscToy, ItAK., Oct.2i,lSS3.
To the Editor National Teibu-e- :

Washington, D. C
The following is a resolution adopted by our Post

at its regular meeting, on October 0th, 1SS3 :

"Xesolved. That James Shields Post, No. 57, De-
partment of Kansas, G. A. R., henxtuy indorse tho
editorial remarks of Tni: National Teiihjke. and
that we, as a Post, deprecate as unjust and dicta-
torial the action of Postmaster Gresham in remov-
ing, without caute. Past Commander-in-Chie- f Paul
Van Dervoort from the postal service."

By motion the Adjutant was instructed to for-

ward copy to The Natiosal TnnjtrsE.
Yours, in F., C. and L., Feask Evaxs,

Adjutant.
And last, but not least, here is the dis-

passionate view which Department Com-

mander Fielder, of New Jersey, takes of the
case:

HEAIKi'EB DEPART2IEST OFNEW JEESEV,
Geaso Aiarv ok the Republic,

Jersey City, N. J., Oct. 25, ISS3.
To the Editor National Teibuke:

I have read with much interest the communica-
tion of Comrade Paul Van Dervoort, published in
the issue of your paper of the IStli of October insL,
together with your editorial commeuts touching
the action of Postmaster-Gener- al (Sresbam.

Both communication and editorial have been
carefully considered by me, and I implicitly be-

lieve Comrade Van Dervoort's statements, and re-

gard your criticism of the Postmaster-General'- s

action as fully warranted by the ovidence. The
character jof Comrade Van Dervoort is, in my judg-
ment, above suspicion, his veracity and integrity
unimpeachable.

I am charitable enough, to think that miwepre-sentatio- ns

have been made to Comrade Gresham,
by which hi3 judgment lias been warped, and he
has been led into doingan injustice; at least, I hope
that such is the case, for I should he sorry to be
compelled to believe that one comrade could wan-
tonly and heartlessly deprive another of that which
the Postmaster-Gener- al prides himself upon an
honest name and an nmblemished character.

I trust that an investigation of this matter by a
committee of the Grand Army can and will bo
avoided, and that ere this the Postma3tcr-Gener- al

will have so fully ccquaintedhimself with the
facts of the case, that ho will freely, fully and pub-
licly vindicate the character of our generous, noble
and patriotic comrade, Paul Van Dervoort.

In case this is not done, I am in favor of the ap-

pointment by the Grand Army of the Eepulilic of
a committee of investigation.

Youra, in CL, F. and L.
Gr-o-. B. Fiewce,

Department Commander.

And now, comrades, letrs hear from you

all as Posts as well as individuals! Shall
the Grand Army stand by and permit the
character of one ofits comrades to be assailed
by another comrade, or shall it call the
slanderer to account ?

General Steedman A Debt of Gratitude.
Said the great Lincoln, in his second in-

augural :

With malice toward none, with charity for all,
with finnncs3 in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we
are in; to bind up the Nation's wounds, to care for
him tcjio tHiaUJidvc borne tiic bailie, andor his widow
and. his orphan to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves
and with all nations.

If ever there was a man who bore the bat-

tle nay, bore the very brunt of Tmttle it
was the late General James B. Steedman, of
Toledo, Ohio "Old Chickamauga," as, to
the day of his death, his loving and admir-

ing veterans called him. It was Steedman
who, equal to the occasion and superior --to
his orders, anticipated the event of Chicka-

mauga, and coming down on that bloody
field with the swiftness and unexpectedness

of a Western blizzard, saved the day to
General Thomas and the Army of the Cum-berlan- d!

"Well might the great Lincoln
have had this old hero a hero whose gal
lantry "he himself honored with the stars of
a Major-Gener- al in his mind when he ut-

tered that sublime appeal to the Nation to
" care for him who shall have borne the bat
tle, and for his widow and his orphan."

His widow and his orphan ! Alas, this
brave soldier, this ardent patriot, this large-hearte-d

comrade, who cared so faithfully
for the needy families of his dead compan-ions-in-arm- s,

died leaving liis own family
helpless and impoverished a young and
delicate wife, the loving and devoted help-

meet of his old age, three wee children
none over five years old and two
orphaned grandchildren, equally dependent
with his ow,n little ones. Who now will
care for this broken-hearte- d wife and these
fatherless children?

Ah, comrades, we know what you are
going to say, though your eyes are dim with
tears, and there's a big lump in the throat
which chokes the xeply that is in your
hearts. You will care for the widow of him
who has borne the battle and the helpless
orphans! Out, then, with your purses, fat or
lean, the old stocking in tho cupboard and
that suspicious rag under the bricks in the
hearthstone turn your pockets inside out,
comrades, and let us see what your 'sym-

pathy is worth in cash! "Will you permit
this young wife of our brave old comrade to
be turned out of that home so lately en-

deared by a hero's presence, and sutler
these little innocents to be thrown upon the
charity of the cold, cold world ? No ! you
know you wont! So, out with your bank--
notes,youz stiver and your pennies. Yes,xeu'

nies even, for it will takeonany a mickle to
make a muckle of largess for these depend-

ents on your fraternal bounty. Tns Trib-
une is ready to lead off, as usual, and has
headed a subscription paper with 525 for

tho " Chickamauga Fund," to which we
hope every one of our subscribers menj

women and children will add some offer-

ing, however smalL All contributions will
be duly acknowledged, and we trust the
total will foot up a sum that will place
our dead comrade's little family beyond the
reach of poverty and want. The list is open,

boys!

G. A. B. Membership An Unjust Require-
ment.

Department Commander Jones, of Ten-

nessee, has kindly directed our attention to
a letter from Comrade John Yan Bnren, of
Frank Lowry Post, No. 157, De Witt, HI., in
which he urges the importance of modifying
article 4, chap. 1, of the Eules and Regula-

tions of the Grand Army, as follows: "No
person shall be eligible to membership who
has at any time borne arms against the
United States," so that its effect will not be,
as it is at present, to exclude from member-

ship in the Order such honorably discharged
ex-soldi- of the Union army as, prior to
their enlistment in the Union service, had
been forcibly impressed into the Confederate
service. The case which has prompted
Comrado Yan Buren to raise this question as
to the propriety of modifying the above pro-

vision of the Pules and Regulations is that
of Isaac Gailey, who was born and raised in
Washington county, Tenn., and wa3 duly
and honorably mustered out of the U. S.

volunteer service as a member of the Eighth
Tennessee cavalry, but who, nevertheless,
on tho ground that prior to his enlistment
in that regiment he was compelled by the
Confederates to involuntarily bear arms
against the United Slates, is denied admis-

sion to the Grand Army. It is not charged
against him that he was at any time lacking
in loyalty to the United States, and, indeed,

it is said that he eagerly embraced the first
opportunity he had of risking his life in
defense of"the Union ; but, inasmuch as this
provision of the Rules and Regulations
which we have quoted makes no distinction
between those who entered the Confederate
service of their own free will and those who
were forcibly impressed into it against their
wilL and who abandoned ifc at the first
opportunity, he is, of course, technically in-

eligible. The fact is, we suppose, that it
did not occur to the framers of these Rules
and Regulations when, in addition to the
requirement that applicants for member-

ship must hold honorable discharges from
the Union service, they adopted the further
proviso that none should be eligible who j

had at any time borne arms against the
United States, that any cases were likely to
occur in which these conditions of member-

ship would conflict with each other, but the
truth is that the. case which we have cited
is but one of many that aro likely to arise,
and especially in the Department of Ten-

nessee, where the Order is just beginning to

get a foothold.
As everybody knows, Tennessee was for

a long time the theater of the most active
military operations, and its loyal people
were compelled to make such sacrifices,

incur such risks and make such hardships

in behalf of their faith a3 were entirely
unknown at the North. Not only was

their property liable to be destroyed at
any time hy the Confederate armies, but
their families were constantly exposed to
insult and cruelty, and fidelity to the Union
too frequently involved the loss of all they
held dear on earth. The records show that
of the thousands of these brave Tennessee-an- s

who were conscripted into the Confed-

erate service very many deserted at the first
opportunity and enlisted in the armies of

the United Slates, and, indeed, the volunteer
regiments from Tennessee were partially re-

cruited from men of this class. They made

the best soldiers we had, for they had as an
incentive to bravery not simply the love of
country, which was possessed in common by
all our veterans, but the desire to protect

their own homes and families, to the safety
of which the presenco of the Confederate

forces in Tennessee was a constant menace.

Ccmrade Yan Buren gives a truthful and
very forcible presentation of the matter in
the letter to which we have alluded. He
says :

You doubtless remember the brave boys of Ten-
nessee, and parts of other States, who, before they
could get away, unfortunately fell into the hands
of a set of merciless rebels, and were forced at tho
point of the bayonet to fight againstheir country.
It was for them either to bc hung or shot, or enter
the Confederate service. They had but these two
alternates to choose from. You will also remember
that some of them did choose death in preference
to firing on the old flag. Of thoso, however, who
chose the other alternative, I do not believo there
was one who did soimply from fear of death, but
through the hope of escape, and of banding to-

gether with other loyal men and taking a bitter
revenge on their enemies. And did they not do it?
Show me a historian, North or South, who will
deny that they didl They wero the most deter-
mined fighting men wo had. Call to mind old
Brownlow's First cavalry, the Eighth cavalry and
the Sixth infantry! I Bpeak of theae regiments be-
cause I personally know what soitof service they
rendered. I saw, myself, hard service in the war
but it does not count for much compared with what
If cost these brave men lo be loyal to their country.
Every Tennessee regiment numbered among its
membors some of these self-saerifioi- men who
braved the untold dangers and hardships involved
in deserting the Confederate service and joining
the Union army the certainty of being shot if
taken prisoner, nnd of having their property con-

fiscated and their families turned out upon tho
world. Did I, an Illinois soldier, run any such
risks when loulisted? Ahno I the whole Union
army stood like a living wall between rebellion
and my friends and property nd T knew that
even if I should be taken prisoner there would
still be a chance that I would be exchanged, pro-
viding 1 did not meanwhile starve to death. v

I am only a poor brlck-innk- er and builder, who
rallied around tho old Hag at a time when 1 should
otherwise have been at school, hut I um icady to
do all I can for the Grand Army. I regard it as a
great fciniily in which I want to see every worthy
survivor of the Union armies included, and it is
hard to have to Fay to a brother cohlierwho proved
his devotion to the cause by Jong years of arduous
service; "You cannot come In hero; you weioin
theTebclarmyl"

and Regulations of the Grand Army to
which we have referred, and the question is of
sufficient moment, wo think, to merit the
attention of every Department of the Grand
Array, and upon which to instruct dele-

gates to the next National Encampment,
where we trust it will he made the subject
of earnest and full consideration. It was

not the intention of the founders of the
Order and it is certainly not the pres-

ent desire of its members, to exclude
from membership any honorably dis-

charged ex-Uni- on soldiers, because, prior
to his enlistment in our armies, he
rendered involuntary service in the Confed-

erate army, and the antagonistic clause
should either bo modified so as to read:
"No person shall be eligible to membership
who has at any time voluntarily borne arms
against the United Slates," or otherwise
amended so as not to exclude from the Grand
Army any ex-sold- ier who is really worthy
of membership in it. Of course, care should
be taken that no modification is made which
will let down the bars to soldiers who vol-

untarily rendered service to the Confeder-

acy.

Honest and Dishonest Claim Agents.
During the past week or ten days, Secre-

tary Teller, of the Interior Department, has
suspended, upon the recommendation of
Gen. W. W. Dudley, Commissioner of Pen-

sions, quite a number of pension attorneys,
or claim agents we note that some of the
newspapers seem anxious to make the very
title opprobrious, as if it was the profession

itself, instead of the illegal practice of it,
that is disgraceful on charges of violating
the pension laws and failing to conform to
the requirements of the Pension Office. In
some of these cases the charges, if proved,
are certainly sufficient to warrant the per-

manent disbarment of the offenders and if
guilty they should be shown no mercy,
while in others they appear to have .been

made without sufficient reason, as, indeed,
the fact that one attorney was, almost imme-

diately upon his suspension, restored to prac-

tice, would seem to indicate. And right here

4t should be said, that while it is unques-

tionably the duty of Commissioner Dudley
to weed out every rogue from the list of
pension attorneys, it is scarcely in ac-

cordance with the requirements of justice
that the names of these suspended attorneys
should be made public before they them-

selves have been notified of the charges
against them, ami afforded an opportunity
to disprove them if they can. Suspension
is by no means equivalent to disbarment,
but the general public do not know this,
and are, therefore, inclined to look upon
every pension attorney who is suspended as
a convicted rogue, when, as a matter of fact,
he is simply in the position of anyman who
is charged with violating the law, but who,
upon being tried for his offense, may prove
to be innocent. It does not seem either
right or fair that any man should be held
up to the gaze of the public as a criminal
until his guilt has heen legally ascertained
and his case disposed of.

With this limitation, however, Commis-

sioner Dudley's course will command hearty
approval. It is certainly to the interest of
our rs, as well as the Government,
that pension attorneys who are guilty of
swindling their clients or the Pension Office

should be broken on the wheel ofjustice, and
it is equally true thattheir permanent dis-

barment would be a good riddance to such
claim agents as in the conduct of their
business strictly conform to the statute law
and the rulings of the Pension Bureau.
We are even more anxious than Com-

missioner Dudley to see this investiga-

tion thoroughly made and the whole truth
as to the conduct of the claim agency busi-ne- s

s brought out, for until that shall have
been done the newspapers will be sure
to be filled with extravagant, sensational,
and untruthful reports, and the work of ad-

justing pending claims, which is of pressing
importance to needy claimants, will neces-

sarily be more or less delayed. Commis-

sioner Dudley, wo are sure, will have the
cordial aid of all honest claim agents in
this investigation, and will find them as
ready to produce the complete record in
every case as dishonest attorneys are anxi-

ous to withhold and secrete it
CONFEDERATE RECORDS.

The Progress that Agent Wright has 3Iade In Col-

lecting' tlicnu
The following circular has just heen issued

from the War Department:
War Depaethest,

Publicatiok Office, Wae Records 1861-'6-5,

Washington, 18S3.
Sib : I was appointed on July 1, 1S78, by the Sec-

retary of War an agent for the purpose of collect-
ing for the use of the Government such recoids of
the late war (on the Confederate side) as could be
obtained. I have succeeded in obtaining from Con-
federate officers and others many valuable records.

1 have been enabled to obtain copies of the large
and valuable collection of Confederate records col-
lected by the Southern Historical Society at Rich-
mond, Va., including papers and records of field
operations during the war, and many of 'the most
valuable recoids of tho heads of departments and
bureaus at Richmond.

Besides these. Generals Joseph E. Johnston, G.
T. Beauregard, E. Kiroy Smith, Joseph Wheeler,
A. P. Stewart, John O. Pemberton, S. G. French,
Bu&hrod R. Johnson, O. L. Stovensou, John.O.
Brown, E. P. Alexander, Johnson Hagood .William
Steele. Daniel Buggies, W. N. R. BcallJ). ILHill,
S. B. Maxey, James E. Chalmers, J. A. Early, T. T.
Munford, Bradloy T. Johnson, J. W. Frazer, B. J.
Hill, James H. Lane, Samuel Jones, J. C. Tappan,
George G. Dibbrell, E. McNair, E. Capers, Henry
C. Wayne, T. J. Churchill, Fitzhugh Lee, G. W. C.
Lee, E. C. "Walthall, L. McLawo, Wade Hampton,
Stephen D. Lee, G.W. Gordon, Major Walter Good-
man, Mr. II. W. Archer, Major C. V. Frayser, Mrs.
B. J. Hill, Captain James E. Beasley, Captain A.S.
Cunningham, Hon. Jefferson Davis, Governor
James D. Porter, Mrs. L--. O.'B. Branch, Mrs. S. JK.

Hation.Mrs. W. IL G. Whiting, Miss M.Zollicoffcr,
Mrs. D. IL Cooper, Mrs. R. P. Trabue, Mrs. N. B.
Forret, Mm. Mary Finley, Mrs. Annlo E. Cole,
Captain J. Cabell Breckinridge, Captain WUliant
M. Polk, Drs. R. R. Donhiell, S. P. Moore, R. R.
Stevenson, Colonels Charles Marshall, Charles C.
Jones, Jr., Isaac W. Averyr Captain Howard "W.
Newman, Mrs. E. V. D. Miller, Captains John F.
Mayer, W. J. P. Doyle, Major V. T. Walthall,
Colonel E. J. Harvia, John D. Martin, E-jq.-. Cap-
tains A. J. Miller, T. B. Ileigtan, Governor Jarvis,
of North Carolina, Rev. J.William Jones, Governor
A S. Maries, of Tennessee, and others, have con-
tributed, by gift or loan, most valuable books and
paiei to the Department.

I'Vom these papers and a large nrmber of others,
previously in tho possession of tho Department, six
volumes liave.up to tins, date, (January, 1S3,) beeu
publiohed by authority of Congress, and others will
soon ba issued, and the compilation and publica-
tion will continue until all are published. It is
therefore important that the War Department
should be placed In possession of all Confederate
military papers, books, nnd records which aro ex
tant, ana wiucu mav ue vaiuaoie iu iiiuuununj; ins
nature of tho crcat strojrzle from which the country
has. emerged, so a to put them in print, in order to

preserve them precisely as they are for tho use of
the historian, or such other disposition as Congress
may direct. It will, of course, bo impossible to
make thfe publication complete if any of the re-
cords are withheld from the uovemment ; besides,
such action would bo unjust to the actors in this
great struggle by depriving them of their proper
place in history.

While the most important large collections of
liavebecnobtained.it is known that

many very valuable papers are still in tho hands of
persons who have not yet been reached, and as
these aro important to a full and complete history
of the Confederate armies, iiis hoped that none will
be withheld, but that all parties having custody of
such papera will submit them for the exam nation
of tho ofllcer charged with the publication of the
Official Records of the War of the Rebel! ion.

There are, doubtless, many valuable documents
scattered over the country, and only preserved by
the owners as souvenirs of their own parts in tho
war. These being in perishable form and liable to
be destroyed at any time, no delay should bo al-
lowed in placing them in the possession of the Gov-
ernment! where thoy will be put in print and pre-
served from the chances destruction.

To persons having such records and not desiring
to part with their ownership, but who are wiiHng
to have their contents preserved and made public.
I am authorized to say thai. If delivered to this
office for the purpose alovc indicated, thoy will bo
amy returned to tnc owners.

Packages of papers too largo to send conveniently
by mail may be sent by express nt the expense of
the Department. All packages or letters should bo
addressed to me as indicated at the head of this
circular.

Maecc3 J. Wright.
Approved : Agent of the War Dep't.

Robhut N. Scott,
Bvt. Lieut.-Co- l. U. S. A., in Charge of Publication.

THE CHICKAMAUGA FUND.
Wbo Will Caro for General Stecilman's llelple.is

Little Family Now 1

The Ohio papers aro leading off in the mat-
ter of a relief fund for tho benefit of the family
of the late General James B. Steedman, of
Toledo, and the comrades of that city and other
leading citizens have appointed a board of
trustees to receive all contributions and expend
the same for the object intended.

On the evening of the ult. a meeting of
the comrades of Forsyth Post, Toledo, was held,
wlien it was resolved that Department Com-

mander Clarke be asked to call upon the Posts
of Ohio to contribute ten cents per capita, to
erecfc a monument to their old Commander.
Forsyth Post will pay the half of the funeral
expenses, sharing with the police, of which
General Steedmau at the time of his death wa3
chief. So much for the monument and present
expenses. At the samo meeting it wa3 resolved
to lead off in the matter of a relief fund for the
General's little child-wif- e, left with three little
children, all under live years, and two young
grandchildren. Several of the secuhiT papers
of Ohio have on their own motion already
moved off in the matter, including the Toledo
i?ccand Cleveland Pamy Fre$3, while the Toledo
Blade gives its hearty sanction to the move-
ment.

It is peculiarly fitting that tho memory of
"Old Chickamauga," as the great volunteer
soldier was familiarly and affectionately called,
should be thu3 honored, jhhI that his widow
and children should receive from his old com-
rades in arms that protection arid caro he so
steadily advocated as the right of thoso of his
comrades who dropped from the ranks before
him.

General Steedmau was emphatically the ex-
ponent and defender of tho volunteer soldier,
and was himself the embodiment of the unsel-
fish spirit of devotion to home and country
which animated tho men who fought in the
ranks. He was their leader in war, their ad-
vocate in peace. He was one of the very first
to enlist to fight the battles of his country and
make for it au imperishable memory upon
many a hard-foug- ht battlefield, and one of tho
first to enroll his name as a comrade of the
Grand Army of the Eepubiic and institute a3
strong a fight for the rights of veterans before
legislators and conventions a3 he ever did
against the enemy in tho field. His whole life
was a marked exemplification of the objects of
the Order aa set forth in Rules and Eegula-tion- s:

1. To preserve and strengthen those kind and
fraternal feelings which bind together the soldiers,
sailors and marmes who united to suppress the late
rebellion, and to perpetuate the memory and his-
tory of the dead.

2. To assist such former comrades in arms as
need help and protection, and to extend needfal
aid to the widows and orphans of thoe who have
fallen.

3. To maintain true allegiance to the United
States of America, baedupon a paramount respect
for, and fidelity to, the National Constitution and
laws; to discountenance wliatever tends to weaken
loyalty, incites io insurrection, treason, or rebel-
lion, or in any manner impairs the efficiency and
permanency of our free institutions, and to encour-
age the spread of universal liberty, equal rights
and justice to all men.

GEXEKAX STEEDiCAS'S ITJtST 02OTEE.
General Steedman's first Circular Order, upon

taking command of the Department of Ohio in
1S79, sets forth in characters that glow with
Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, the animat
ing spirit of his hie:

Heaiiquaetees Depaetseestof Oaro,
GuAirn Aemy of the Republic;

Toledo, Ohio, May, R5, 1379.
Circular Order, No. L
To the Veteran Soldiers and Sailors and the Pa-

triotic Women of Ohio :
The times are ripe for tho perfection of the Grand

Army of the Republic. Not a military organiza-
tion, not a political machine, but a unified, solidi
fied federation of veterans, whose patriotism and
faith moved the armies and navies of the Union,
and secured to the United States a mighty future
among the powers of the earth; a federation of
veterans, strengthened by conflict, tried by defeat,
baptised In blood, consecrated by teara, and glori-
fied by tho immortal radiance of that victory that
crowns the battalions of universal liberty.

Fraternity, Chanty and Loyalty to these the
Grand Army of the Republic is consecrated. Let
every honorably discharged veteran of the United
States Army and Navy come and take hi3 place in
the ranks.

Come forward, comrades!
To clasp the fraternal hand around tho camp-fir- e.

To minister to the needy and destitute comrade.
To help the widows and orphans of thoso who

fell beside you on the field of battle.
To gather up the fragments of personal hero-

ism, which are fast going down with the soldier's
cofiin.

Every day the ranks are thinning, every day the
soh?mn knells are sounded of some comrade borne
toni3 long resting place, of one more unmarked,
unnumbered grave.

Comrades, come forward I

For the of the living, for. the sake of the
dead, for the son3 who are coming to man's estate,
for the generations yet unborn, that tho patriot's
love and patriot's pride may now from us like a
river, to blejss and benefit this whole bread land of
ours.

Let the patriotic women com9 forvard to or-
ganize for works of charity and love, a3 thay did
when their husbands, and sons, and brothers wero
following the old nag to tho front.

Toledo has already her Forsyth Post Ladies' So-
ciety, doing faithful and efficient service for the
soldicre families in the city a society which Is the
right arm of the Grand Army, as the Soldiers' Aid
Society and the Sanitary Coiumiision, moved by
the women of the North, were to the Government
in days ofwar.

Come forward, ono and all, and organize Poirta
of the Grand Army of the Republic, for the per-
petuation and preservation of all that was glorious
in war and excellent in peace.

All Posts of the G. A II., tho press, veterans,
patriotic ladies ip every city and county through-
out the Slate, aro requested to give thia order at-
tention and circulation.

(Official) James B. Stfttoias-- ,

Department Commander.
LTejtby S. Bdskee,

Assistant Adjutant-Genera- l.

It was upon the Issuance of this notable order
that the G. A. E, in Ohio began to take its
booming and tho women of the West to engage
so generally in the chariiahlo work of the
Order. We have before us tho proceedings,
taken from the Toledo Blade, of the twelfth
anniversary of Forsyth Post, held some four
years sine, when a poem was recited in which
Steedman was named as one of the heroes.
Tho account says:

At the aUualon to General Steedman's coming up
at Chickamauga, tho fan reader was obliged to
pause until tho cheers had died away, only to hear
them rush back again as a huge wave. Then three
times the hurrahs wero repeated only to be satis-
fied by Old Chickamauga," rising from the plat-
form and bowing his acknowledgements.

This but indicates the enthusiasm in veteran
circles that always bubbled up and boiled over
at the mention of Steedman's name and the es-

teem and roverence in which ho was held. The
same papor says :

General Steedman was called on. and In a neat
little ofF-han- d specn, paid a glowing tiibute to the
mission of the Grand Army of tho Republic, and its
beneficent work among the survivors of the great
civil war. As one by one our comrades drop out,
tho general stud the hilvcr chord that binds the
charmed circle should be drawn all tho more
closely. The kindly oflloca of the society should
Be extended all the more freely to peacefully close
the eyes of the old soldiers after war's rudo alarm
can disturb hlra no more , to help cheer the steps
of his lonely widow, to hnlp train up to usefulness
and independence that orphan child. It
had been charged, tho speaker continued, that this
was a political institution Whatever it might once
Jiave been, he was euro Tuere was now no politics,
nothing but patriotism and kindly feeling in the
Grand Army of the Republic.

THJE GBNEUAIS FAMILY.
When a comrade such as this drops from the

ranks tho dutv of those ha leaves behind trrows
very plain. Less than five years ago General
Steedman, while serving in, the Ohio senate,
surprised all his friends by marrying a little,

vssfe1As-5Si.r.i- ., -
JEiAiSSsC j&BiM&& 5Ti.V..fXU! i --3L.a..v . ,S iCL 'J.

yonng school girl, who had b?en the huts o
his two orphaned grandchildren. To-da- y th
littlo girl is a child-wife- ,. mother of three chil-dre- n,

with none bat tho comrades of the Grand
Axmyto "help cheer tho steps of Ms lonely
widow, to help train up to usefulness and inde-
pendence " those orphan children. In. tho light
of the present the word3 of the departed her
seem almost prophetic

When General Steedman married littlo Mag-
gie his friends, wo aro told, wondered much
and predicted anything but happiness, from th
inequality of years. But, although more than
forty years divided them, tho days they spout
together wore days of unbroken felicity His
last days were surely his best days. Maggie
was his pearl of great price, and a sweot, sunny
little creature she was, who fairly worshiped
the ground upon which her grand soldier
walked. Few, indeed, ara the comrades who
will not feel a strange tugging at tho heart
when they think of tho poor, heart-broko-a

wife with this great charge upon hr, flva
children, to clothe and feed and educnto, and
all on faith in sofdiar fidelity, tho fruits of
which, Heaven grant, may come, and eom
quickly.

ax appeal ?os Arr.
Tho Cleveland Penny Press, in startiog th

Chickamauga relief fund, speaks tothepoink
in tho following :

We do not care to detail how this Government,
and people individually, have generously bestowed
their respect and financial comfort upon a mur-
dered President's family and a private olnar,w&o
through over-wroug- ht seniimentalism, fired at tho
insane author of that murder, nor eart wo enumer--
ate the mighty sums that have been raised to-pe-

avo the veterans of the war, have tho peopia
whose blessings Gen. Jamoa B. Steedman oSfered
ins me to preserve, no mark oflove and respect to
show his memory? There should be piled above
the decaying body of ths old hero a-- monument
that would overlook the whole broad expanse of
h mother State, and there should bo mserfeed
upon its topmost stone the record of his gcnc-'oaH-

y,

unselfishness, and patriotism. What o? those whom,
he loved in life and has left behind him, buraft. of
his protection and support ? Ihw a grateful Na&oa
no concern for them? It it said that thair-audd-

bereavement ha found them to feattfo
with the new difficulties of life. Shall " Old Chink-amaug- a,"

looking down from hw seat beside our
other heroes, stretch out ht--j hands and say - "See,
the country for wlileh I fought, the boja with
whom I stood shoulder to shoulder in those days of
death and carnage, havo forgottn my little flt? '
In many Ohio homes there is a quiet. stI-ftue- d

woman in mourning dress, who now and then,
raises her eyes and gases with tearful fitco ata spol
over the fire-pla- ce where hongs a tiine-tarnteh-

sword draped in black. Memory opens tke win-
dows to thought and before her passes a vision of
a sturdy form in blue. The old sword, how brfefcS
and glistening, taken its place at the hara'.n side.
The soldier cap hi lifted, there is a smile, the vlgton
fades away, and all in that home returns again to
emptiness and lonelmesa. Death has made mm&ct
such home in our midst. The heart-broke- n. whSow
gathers her little ones about her knee ami ptetares
to them the deeds of grand Hd Chickaawntja."
Shnll she tell them. too. that he has beneath the
sod unwept, unhonored by the Notion? Wwotd rt
not be more to the credit of hamumtyceMkisao
tell them how a grateful people wiUebed over and
provided for tho dear ones death had separated
nromhim?

As stated elsewhere, The Xattosat. Trib-
une has' opened a subscription f6rt"he brave
young widow and the five orphaned hfidiu
and grandchildren of this true soldier and
gallant officer, and we trust every subscriber to
The Teibltne will contribute" to the Stad,
even if it bo only a few pennies the Isviog
gift of some poor3oldiora widow ox orpfean.

Address all letters
The Naxxosax. TBrarocE;

Chickamauga Fund. Washington, D. C.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.
Comrade A. C. Leonard, Georgo H. Thoaiaa

?03t. No. 84, of Lancaster, Pa., has just issued.
the. third edition of, his Soldiers'" Song B&olr,
containing the most familiar and popular songs
of the war. Tfc collection is a good ee,
and the book is well bound and printed. It &
published by John A. Hiestand, Laacastesv Pa
and can be had for 10 cent3 a copy.

From G. T. Putnam's Sons, N. T., wo hftiva
a compact little pamphlet of "Health 3Tte3
for Students," by Dr. Bert. G. Wilder, Professor
of Physiology at Cornell and the ilajn ifedkai
School. It contains, not simply a hoard-o- f
masims, but simple rules for eating and draw-
ing ; the care of the body ; the regulation, of
rest and sleep; the wearing of clothing; fcfca
takinj: of exercise and when to study: use use

I of stimulants and narcotics, &c It is a sry
handy little work, indeed, and east bo hod in
this city of Bobsrt Beali, No. 495, PesBsytvsaia
avenue.

From the same publishers we have quite a
pretentious work by Heleu Campbell, aufcref
" Under Green Applo Boughs," tho story
which made such a success in Our Goniv-nen- t,

entitled "The American Girl's Homo
Book of Work and Play." The first part is
devoted to parlor amusements, and includes not
only all the mvorite games of tne day, bet
many thafc have become well nigh obsolete.
Part II treats of out-do- or games, such as Jawa
tennis, archery, boating, botanizing. &c Part
III tells how to make dolls' dresses aBd the thou-
sands of household ornaments that the fisgers
of bright littleirLrcan be taught to make, as
well as such light, pleasing occupations as slak-
ing wax flowers, raising silk-worm-s, cultivat-
ing flowers and vegetables, drawing and de-
signing, cooking, &c Ths book is quite gen-
erously illustrated, and it is the only publica-
tion now in print, we believe, that gives tte3
information iu such a compact, concise; and
complete form. It ought to be in every house-
hold. For sale iniWashington by Soborc Beail.

From Putnam's Sons, also, we have a eapitsl
monograph, by George J. ilanson, ou " Wars
for Women." Tha subjects discussed sre iedaa-tria- i,

designing, shorthand-wrifcm- g, toiegxaf h-in- g,

feather-curlin- g, photography, professional
nursing, proof-readin- g, type-settin- g and beok-biadin- g,

the drama, book-canvassin- g, dress-
making and teaching. The author stems to

i write with a full knowledge of the aptitude of.r ii .- - t,women ior wis occupations menuonea, ana
whether they do or do not contemplate enter-
ing any of these occupations, our lady readers
will find this series of papers well worth read-
ing. For sale by Bobert BealL, Washington,
D. C.

Messrs. J. B. Iappincott & Co.r Philadelphia,
have just issued a paper edition of "Jane,'-- a

new novel, by Mrs. Forrester, author of "2fig
non," "I Havo Lived and Loved," &c Mrs.
Forrester is a most charming novelist, and
knows how to write a very entertaining 3tory
but she delights to contrast the shady with tha
pleasant side of life, and & strain of sadness
run3 through all her works that, while it does
not detract from their interest, Hakes them,
bitter-sweet- . "June" is no exception, though
there Is more sun than Bhade in it, and it will
bo found a charmingstory with which to whila
swsy an idle momoat.

From Charles Scribner's Sods, Xew York, ws
have the latest work by Marion Harlandj tha
famous authority on culinary subjects, entitled
"The Cottago Kitchen." It 13 in eficct a col-

lection of practical and inexpensive recipes,
proved to be so by long and practical use. Th
general subjects treated in this work aro bev-
erages, blanc-maag- e, bread, cake, com-brea-d,

custards, cheese dishes, marble-cak- e, fish,
fruits, jams, jellies, meats, mufirns, pic-ni- c

dishes, pickles, porridges, poultry, puddings,
salads, sau for puddings, soups, vegetables,
and hi addition to the instructions given as to
the preparation of these dishes, familiar talks
are given of country board, dish-washin- g, flies,
kitchenly-kin- d, maid-of-all-wor- k, meats, soups,
stock-po- t, and table manners.

THE MAOAZLNES.
SL JXieliolas for November oners an eves,

greater variety of entertaining reading thaa.
usual. Apropos of tho season the frontispiec
is "The First Snow," a very spirited wood-engravi- ng,

and the number opens with &

capital story of evacuation day (New York,
November, 17S3, hy E. S. Brooks, entitled
"The Little Lord of the Mauor." There are,
besides, richly illustrated articles on " Benevo-
lent Birds," "Snow-Sho83,- " "The Late Cap-

tain Mayne Beid," "Tha Gentleman, from
China," "The Be-Ma- n and His Original
Form," by Frank Stockton, (ho of the famous"
Endder Grange stories), and the " Origin of th
Stripes and Stars," au extremely interesting
paper, which every soldier's son aud daughter
ought to read. There are many imarminj
stories and rhymes in thi3 number, aud it is
really a wonder how such a magazine can b
offered for $3 per year.

General 0. 0. Howard's Articles.
Saginaw (Mich.) Courier.

General O. O. Howard is writing an Interebttmr
sextet) of personal remlnjseenees of tke war of thm
rebellion for the Natiosal Teibcsx, & newspa-
per devoted to the interests of the soldier and pub-
lished at Washington. The sketches of General
Howard commence at West Point, where we find
him at the outbreak of the war, and will follow
the contest to the cloae. H enjoyed syciai &cUi-tie- s,

servisg on the Potomac and ia tho. West, for
observation of the conflict, and was personally ac-
quainted with many of the Confederal? Ie&erg.


